BOSWELL'S LIFE OF JOHNSON
which they may perfectly rely, as I have been at the utmost
pains to obtain an accurate account of his last illness, from
the best authority.
Dr Heberden, Dr Brocklesby, Dr Warren, and Dr Butter,
physicians, generously attended him, without accepting of
any fees, as did Mr Cruikshank, surgeon; and all that could
be done from professional skill and ability, was tried, to pro-
long a life so truly valuable. He himself, indeed, having, on
account of his very bad constitution, been perpetually apply,
ing himself to medical inquiries, united his own efforts with
those of the gentlemen who attended him; and imagining
that the dropsical collection of water which oppressed him
might be drawn off by making incisions in his body, he, with
his usual resolute defiance of pain, cut deep, when he thought
that his surgeon had done it too tenderly.10
Having no near relations, it had been for some time John-
son's intention to make a liberal provision for his faithful
servant, Mr Francis Barber, whom he looked upon as par-
ticularly under his protection, and whom he had all along
treated truly as an humble friend. Having asked Dr Brockles-
by what would be a proper annuity to bequeath to a favourite
servant, and being answered that it must depend on the cir-
cumstances of the master; and, that in the case of a noble-
man, fifty pounds a year was considered as an adequate
reward for many years* faithful service; Then, (said John-
son,5 I shall be nobilissimus, for I mean to leave Frank
seventy pounds a year, and I desire you to tell him so.3 It is
strange, however, to think, that Johnson was not free from
that general weakness of being averse to execute a will, so
that he delayed it from time to time; and had it not been for
Sir John Hawkins's repeatedly urging it, I think it is prob-
able that his kind resolution would not have been fulfilled.11
The consideration of the numerous papers of which he
was possessed, seems to have struck Johnson's mind with a
sudden anxiety, and as they were in great confusion, it is
much to be lamented that he had not entrusted some faithful
and discreet person with the care and selection of them; in-
stead of which, he, in a precipitate manner, burnt large
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